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Summary:

Traditional measures of aging have been in use for many decades. They are widely applied by interested
parties from scientists to politicians, as well as by national and international organizations. These measures
provide fundamental inputs into the analysis of population aging and other related fields. However, they
are becoming increasingly inappropriate for both scientific and policy analysis, because they fail to take ac-
count of key changes in people’'s characteristics such as improvements in life expectancy and health. This
lecture offers an introduction to the characteristic-based approach to measuring population aging. A number
of examples of such measures will be presented for discussion, including remaining life expectancy, health,
normal public pension age, and hand-grip strength. Population aging appears less rapid under the charac-
teristics approach then with traditional measures. Indeed for some regions, almost no aging has occurred
IN the recent past. Supplementing chronological age with measures that factor people’s changing charac-
teristics allows us to analyze aging more accurately and comprehensively.

Biography:
Sergei Scherbov is Deputy Program Director at the World Population Program (POP) of the International
Institute for Applied Systems Analysis (IIASA), Director of Demographic Analysis at the Wittgenstein Centre
for Demography and Global Human Capital (IIASA, VID/OAW, WU), and Leader of the Population Dynamics
and Forecasting Research Group at the Vienna Institute of Demography (VID) of the Austrian Academy of
Sciences. He is also Head of the International Laboratory on Demography and Human Capital at the Russian
Presidential Academy of National Economy and Public Administration (RANEPA), and Affiliated Professor at
the College of Population Studies, Chulalongkorn University, Thailand.

Dr. Scherbov has given intensive "hands-on” courses in the field of Demographic Analysis and Computer
Applications at numerous universities and statistical offices across the globe, many of them organized by
the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA). In recent years, he has also assisted various governments in
defining and evaluating population policies.

His current research interests are mainly in population projections, new measures of aging, and analysis
of aging that takes into account people’s changing characteristics. Scherbov is author, co-author, or co-
editor of several books and around 200 articles published in professional journals, including six papers in
Science and Nature. In 2012, he received a prestigious Advanced Grant from the European Research Council
(ERC) to study new measures of aging.



